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Terena Bell |Chief Linguist, In Every Language
On Aug, 1, 2005, the day after completing work for her master’s degree in French, Terena Bell woke up with an idea.
Bell studied in Strasbourg while earning her undergraduate degree at Center College and in Montpellier while earning hers master’s at the University of Louisville. She also had worked as a free-lance, French-English translator.
So, after researching the language-service industry, she formed her own company, In Every Language. “Nothing felt more natural or was more exhilarating,” she said.
Within a year, her company had contract linguists on every continent and had made back every dollar she invested. She provides services in nearly 70 languages. “As my mother said, I’ve become a success in a field most people don’t even know about.”
Bell said her greatest strength is confidence. “I am so sure of my abilities that I know I can’t fail.” Her greatest weakness? It’s also confidence. “I have a tendency to get cocky and leap before I look,” she said. “There have been many occasions in my life, especially here lately, where a little bit of prudence would have gone a long way.”
But overall her approach has worked. As her business has grown, she has hired people to handle sales, marketing and project management.
Her clients include companies that might need translation of an insurance policy or an owners’ manual and medical patients who are limited in their English proficiency.
Then there was the university student who woke up drunk and wanted to know what her new tattoo said. It was in Chinese and “slightly embarrassing,” said Bell, who declined to disclose the English translation. “It didn’t say what she thought it would say.”
Bell has an agricultural background, having grown up in Christian County. As a result, she looks at her business much as a farmer would look at planting. Yes, you have to do some planning – a farmer has to water plants, make sure they get nutrients and not use a patch of land every seven years. But if you try to force a plant to grow a different way, she said, “you’re going to kill it.”
“You’ve got to let the business grow the way it’s going to grow”
By Carolin Green
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Life Times
Age: 30
Marital status: Single
Currently donates time to: Gateway Community Church, Kentucky’s Governor’s School for the Arts and Centre College
Hobbies: Writing, singing and reading
Role model: Gene Cansler, her 4-H leader growing up. “Gene was a busy adult when I was a child, but he always took time for others through helping with 4-H, teaching vacation Bible school and coaching Junior Pro basketball teams.”
What drives her to succeed: “Myself. I have elected not to be a failure. Normalcy for me is like a curse, and if I lived a life exactly like everyone else’s, punching a clock, earning a company watch and making a minimal mark upon the world, I would feel like I was a failure. I simply have to be great. It’s egotistically enough, who I am.”
Fantasy job: Stay-at-home mom who writes fiction while her children are at school
On her nightstand: The Bible (New International Version), “The Good German,” by Joseph Kanon, and “Critique of Judgment,” by Immanuel Kant
She listens to: The first Louise Attaque album. She said Louise Attaque “is like a French Dave Matthews band on crack.”
One word that describes her: Tenacious
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helonged to her grandmother,
 Erlene Cansler, who died recently.
Bell said that although she doesn’t
have much opportunity for
drawing, she likes to workin
charcoals and pastels.





